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LOCAL OLD AGE HOME RECEIVES WHEELCHAIRS & 
WALKING FRAMES, BOOSTING RESIDENT MOBILITY 
AND INDEPENDENCE 

Residents of the Liefdesnessie Centre for the 

Elderly are set to experience enhanced mobility 

and independence following a generous 

donation of wheelchairs and walking frames. The 

South African Local Government Association 

(SALGA) in the western Cape, with support from 

the Overberg District Municipality and the Cape 

Agulhas Municipality, hosted a Donation 

Handover ceremony in celebration of Nelson 

Mandela Day on Friday, 18 July 2025. 

The Liefdesnessie Centre for the Elderly was 

established in 1985 by a social worker and the 

local churches that identi$ed the needs in the 

community. Liefdesnessie is an institution that 

provides food and recreation for the elderly as 

well as disabled persons. 

The donation was formalized through a symbolic 

handover ceremony and highlighted the positive 

impact that it will have on the lives of the 

residents. 

The donation of these items was facilitated by 

SALGA Western Cape and were speci$cally 

chosen to meet the needs of the residents. 

These items will enable residents to participate 

more fully in daily activities, social events, and 

access to various facilities. The donation also 

included grocery hampers, which will help 

address the nutritional needs of the residents. 

A SALGA Western Cape spokesperson, stated, 

"We are thrilled to be able to contribute to the 

well-being of the residents at the Liefdesnessie. 

These wheelchairs will make a tangible 

difference in their daily lives, promoting greater 

freedom and social interaction."  

There were tears of joy and laughter all around 

as the bene$ciaries received their new 

wheelchairs and walking frames. A member of 

the Liefdesnessie’s executive committee 

expressed gratitude for the donation, saying, 

"This is a wonderful gift that will signi$cantly 

improve the quality of life for our residents. We 

are deeply appreciative of the generosity and 

support from SALGA and the Municipalities."  
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On 23 July 2025, Western Cape Mobility 

Minister, Isaac Sileku, hosted the launch of 

the Overberg Freight Rail Business Case and 

Implementation Plan pilot project in 

Bredasdorp.  The business case is the 7rst 

step towards revitalising freight rail along one 

of the Western Cape’s most signi7cant 

agricultural corridors. 

The initiative, co-designed with agricultural 

producers, freight owners, logistics operators, 

investors, and government partners, aims to 

reconnect the Caledon farming hub with the 

Belcon Inland Terminal (Bellville Container 

Terminal) and the Port of Cape Town. Currently, 

this corridor moves 8.9 million tons of freight 

annually, almost entirely road-based, with 99.8% 

transported by truck and just 0.2% by rail (this 

includes all freight along the corridor, not just 

agricultural produce). 

“The Overberg Freight Rail Business Case is 

about bringing freight rail back on track and 

creating a commercially viable, data-driven 

freight system that cuts logistics costs, reduces 

congestion on the N2, and positions the Western 

Cape to triple its export value by 2035,” said 

Minister Sileku. 

“This project represents a turning point for our 

district. By unlocking rail, we are not just moving 

freight, we are attracting investment, creating 

jobs, and strengthening our region’s economy 

for the long term. The Overberg can once again 

be a thriving hub for trade, bene$tting both our 

farmers and our communities, ” commented 

Overberg District Mayor, Sakkie Franken. 

Stakeholders at the session expressed strong 

support for the initiative, acknowledging that 

while challenges exist, such as the current 

condition of the Overberg rail line, the process 

now underway will generate the insights and 

partnerships needed to overcome these barriers. 

The Transnet Rail Infrastructure Manager 

emphasised the need for targeted investment, 

public-private partnerships, and coordinated 

planning to bring the infrastructure up to 

standard and support a signi$cant shift from road 

to rail. 

The Business Case phase, led by the Western 

Cape Mobility Department, will run until June 

2026. It will focus on validating freight volumes, 

assessing infrastructure capacity, and securing 

commitments from cargo owners. If the pilot 

proves viable, construction and phased 

operations will begin in late 2026, with a launch 

expected by 2028. 

Key goals of the pilot include: 

- Shifting at least 10% of corridor freight (900 

000 tons per year) from road to rail, removing an 

estimated 40 000 truck trips from the N2 

annually. 

- Reducing exporters’ logistics costs by up to 

30% for long-haul shipments, boosting 

competitiveness for Overberg crops and goods. 

- Cutting freight-related carbon emissions by as 

much as 70% per ton. 

- Attracting public-private partnerships to fund 

and operate services, with reliable two-way 

cargo flows, export goods outbound, and inputs 

like packaging and fertiliser inbound. 

The project will also explore the long-term 

opportunity to close the 60 km Protem–

Swellendam rail gap, which could expand the 

catchment area and improve network ef$ciency. 

Insights from the Overberg pilot will inform the 

roll-out of similar rail-led logistics solutions 

across the province, solidifying the Western 

Cape’s role as South Africa’s leader in 

sustainable and export-driven freight logistics.  

ON TRACK FOR GROWTH - WESTERN CAPE 
LAUNCHES OVERBERG RAIL FREIGHT PILOT 
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Auditor-General presents awards to Western 
Cape for excellence in financial management 
At the Premier’s Coordinating Forum (PCF) in 

Swellendam on 19 August, the Auditor-General 

of South Africa (AGSA) presented awards to the 

Western Cape Government (WCG) for 

outstanding 2023/24 audit outcomes by 

provincial departments and entities, as well as 

municipalities. 

The awards recognised institutions that achieved 

clean audits - unquali$ed audit opinions with no 

$ndings - under the Municipal Financial 

Management Act and the Provincial Financial 

Management Act. In the 2023/24 $nancial year, 

18 provincial departments and entities and 20 

municipalities in the Western Cape achieved this 

standard, demonstrating strong $nancial 

governance and a commitment to quality service 

delivery. 

The Executive Mayor, Ald Sakkie Franken, 

received the Clean Audit Award on behalf of the 

Overberg District Municipality. 

The Premier's Coordinating Forum is a 

consultative body that strengthens partnerships 

between the WCG and municipalities. The focus 

for this meeting was building up energy and 

water security and developing the new safety 

plan, with the Premier urging the stakeholders to 

keep stepping up to drive economic growth and 

job creation. 

The Premier also took the opportunity to visit 

various locations in Swellendam, together with 

Mayor Franken and other stakeholders. From 

discussions with local leaders, conducting 

oversight visits, engaging with businesses like 

SOILL and SSK, to patrolling with 

Neighbourhood Watch members, each 

interaction offered important insights. 
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DEPUTY PRESIDENT PAUL MASHATILE CONDUCTS A THREE-
DAY OVERSIGHT VISIT TO THE OVERBERG DISTRICT 

South Africa’s Deputy President Paul Mashatile 

conducted an oversight visit to the Overberg 

District from 4 to 6 September, with the aim of 

showcasing government efforts to fast-track the 

Land Reform Programme, supporting community 

development initiatives, and leading a national 

initiative launched to promote cleaner and 

healthier urban and rural environments through 

community participation. 

Deputy President Mashatile, who also chairs the 

Inter-Ministerial Committee on Land Reform and 

Agriculture, has prioritised the undertaking of 

outreach visits to communities and areas which 

have bene$ted from the government's Land 

Reform Programme, to highlight the commitment 

to fast-tracking the land restitution and 

redistribution process, with the overall support 

for agricultural production and investment in the 

land. 

On Thursday, 4 September, the Deputy 

President was joined by the Minister of Land 

Reform and Rural Development, Mzwanele 

Nyhontso when they visited the Klein Ezeljacht 

Farm 126, situated in the Theewaterskloof Local 

Municipality, where they engaged with the 

farming sector representatives with the aim of 

assessing the provision of farmer’ support to 

enhance agricultural productivity. 

These engagements provide a platform for 

government to play a meaningful role in 

providing support to emerging farmers in areas 

of training, mentorship, and $nancial assistance. 

Mr Mashatile also visited the Theewaterskloof 

Dam, the largest dam in the Western Cape Water 

Supply System, where he highlighted the 

importance of sustainable water management as 

the backbone of food security and rural 

livelihoods. 

Deputy President Paul Mashatile was received by the Minister of Land Reform and Rural Development, Mr Mzwanele Nyhontso, the Deputy Minister of 
Water and Sanitation, Mr David Mahlobo, the Executive Mayor of the Overberg District Municipality, Ald Sakkie Franken, as well as the Executive Mayor 

of Theewaterskloof Local Municipality, Ald Lincoln De Bruyn. 
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BUFFELJAGSBAAI ROAD UPGRADE COMPLETE: 

BOOSTING CONNECTIVITY 
AND SAFETY 
The long-awaited upgrade of the Divisional Road 

DR1206 is now complete, promising enhanced 

connectivity and improved safety for the local 

community. 

The upgrading of the road was identi$ed as a 

critical project as it provides access to the 

remote rural community of Buffeljagsbaai and 

the 2 abalone farms which contribute to job 

creation and the economy of the area. 

The of$cial opening of the road, which cost 

approximately R70 million to complete, was 

celebrated during a special ribbon-cutting 

ceremony which was attended by key provincial 

and local government role players, led by 

Western Cape Minister of Infrastructure Tertuis 

Simmers and Overberg District Municipality 

Executive Mayor Ald Sakkie Franken. 

"The maintenance and upgrading of the roads 

near Malgas, Buffeljagsbaai and many other 

places in the province are more than just 

standard maintenance projects, they are 

economic enablers," said Minister Simmers. 

The Minister emphasized the excellent work 

done by the district municipality and the 

importance of working together with local 

government to ensure further upgrade projects 

for the future. "It is also a reflection of how the 

partnership between our department and the 

Overberg District Municipality, who completed 

this project within the target period and budget, 

will unlock further upgrading and improvement 

opportunities for our roads." 

The project took approximately 5 years to 

complete due to the devastating floods of the 

past 3 years, resulting in resources that had to 

be relocated. Practical completion was reached 

during March 2025. 

"This upgrade is a signi$cant step forward in 

improving the quality of life for our residents and 

boosting the local economy," said Mayor 

Franken. "We are proud to have delivered a 

project that will serve the community for years to 

come." 

Buffeljagsbaai, South Africa – 22 July 2025 
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Minister Simmers 

checks on progress 

at Swellendam 

Regravel Project 
Earlier that same day, the Minister also visited 

the regravel project of the DR1277 road, situated 

between Malgas and the N2 near Swellendam. 

This project was identi$ed through the Western 

Cape Government’s Annual Condition 

Assessments and subsequent panel inspections, 

which highlighted the importance of the road as 

a primary tourism route providing access to the 

Pont (Ferry), Wit Sand, Malgas and De Hoop 

Nature Reserve. 

The duration of the estimated 25km road to be 

regravelled, which cost R17 million, is expected 

to take 14 months with completion projected by 

March 2026. 

Minister Tertuis Simmers together with ODM Executive Mayor Sakkie Franken and other role players during the ribbon cutting ceremony of the newly 
upgraded Buffeljagsbaai Road. 
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Bredasdorp, South Africa – 5 August 2025 – In 

a signi7cant step towards enhancing disaster 

response and 7re7ghting capabilities at the 

local level, the Western Cape Government 

of7cially handed over 7re7ghting vehicles, 

essential equipment and a 7nancial grant to 

the Overberg District Municipality during a 

ceremony held today at the Bredasdorp Fire 

Station. 

The handover forms part of the Provincial 

Government’s ongoing commitment to 

supporting municipalities in ful$lling their 

constitutional mandate of disaster risk reduction, 

$re prevention, and emergency response. 

A BOOST TO LOCAL CAPACITY 

The equipment handed over included: 

• Fire$ghting vehicles (2 Water Tankers and 2 

Bakkies) 

• Portable $re$ghting equipment 

• Protective gear for $re $ghting personnel 

• Communication and operational tools 

• A $nancial grant allocation 

This strategic intervention will signi$cantly 

bolster the district’s ability to respond effectively 

to $res and emergencies across its jurisdiction, 

particularly in rural and remote areas. 

STRENGTHENING LOCAL DISASTER RESPONSE: 

PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT HANDS OVER 
FIREFIGHTING EQUIPMENT AND VEHICLES 
TO OVERBERG DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY  

Pictured above: Local and Provincial delegates who attended the handover ceremony between the Western Cape Government and the Overberg District 

Municipality. 
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A JOINT COMMITMENT TO SAFETY AND 

IMPROVING SERVICE DELIVERY 

Delivering the keynote address, Minister Anton 

Bredell, MEC for Local Government, 

Environmental Affairs and Development Planning 

in the Western Cape, emphasized the 

importance of building local resilience: “This 

handover is more than the transfer of assets - it’s 

an investment in the safety, security, and 

wellbeing of communities across the district. This 

support ensures that our district municipalities 

are adequately equipped and resourced to 

protect lives, livelihoods, and infrastructure.” 

ODM Executive Mayor, Ald Sakkie Franken, 

accepting the equipment on behalf of the 

municipality, expressed deep appreciation to the 

province for the support, stating: “This donation 

is timely and will go a long way in enhancing our 

operational readiness. With these additional 

vehicles and gear, our teams will be able to 

cover a wider area, respond faster, and serve 

our communities more ef$ciently.” 

The new vehicles and equipment will be 

deployed strategically across the district’s $re 

stations, while the grant will be used to support 

operational readiness, maintenance of 

$re$ghting assets, skills development, and fuel 

and logistical costs associated with $re and 

rescue operations. It also aligns with the 

municipality’s broader Disaster Risk 

Management Strategy, which includes public 

education campaigns, $rebreak construction, 

and increased training for volunteer $re$ghters. 

WORKING TOWARDS A SAFER, MORE 

RESILIENT FUTURE 

This partnership underscores the shared 

responsibility between spheres of government in 

delivering critical services and ensuring the 

safety of all residents. Continued collaboration 

between provincial and local government is 

anticipated to include further resource 

allocations in future budget cycles. 

The ceremony included a symbolic key 

exchange, marking a new chapter in 

strengthening $re and emergency services 

within the Overberg district.  

MEC Bredell delivered the keynote address during the handover ceremony where he highlighted the importance of enhancing resilience. 
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NAMPO Kaap / Cape 2025 hosted in Bredasdorp, drew 49 326 visitors to this 
year’s showcase. 



DECUS NOSTRUM / September 2025 15 

The town of Bredasdorp proudly played host 

to the NAMPO Kaap / Cape 2025 expo from  

10 - 13 September, drawing an impressive   

49 326 visitors over the course of four days. 

Held under the theme “Smart Technology for 

Ef$cient Resource Management”, this year’s 

expo highlighted the crucial role of innovation in 

strengthening agriculture and ensuring 

sustainability. Exhibitors, farmers, investors, and 

agri-enthusiasts from across the country 

converged on the Overberg to showcase cutting-

edge solutions, share knowledge, and foster 

collaboration. 

The Overberg region, often referred to as South 

Africa’s Breadbasket, reaf$rmed its position as a 

key agricultural contributor to national food 

security and economic growth. The expo 

provided a platform for partnerships that will 

drive both local and national agri-sector 

opportunities into the future. 

ODM Executive Mayor, Ald Sakkie Franken, 

expressed his gratitude to all who contributed to 

the success of the event: “NAMPO Kaap has 

once again demonstrated the strength and 

resilience of our farming community, while 

embracing the technologies that will shape 

tomorrow’s agriculture. The Overberg is proud 

to host this world-class event, and we remain 

committed to creating an environment where 

investment and innovation can thrive.” 

The expo featured a wide range of exhibits, live 

demonstrations, interactive workshops, and 

networking sessions. Visitors were treated not 

only to insights into modern farming practices 

but also to the warm hospitality of the Overberg 

region. 

NAMPO Kaap / Cape 2025 
A Celebration Of Agriculture In The Overberg 
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The Overberg District Municipality was also 

proud to exhibit at NAMPO Kaap, using the 

opportunity to showcase the region’s diverse 

offerings – from its thriving agricultural sector 

and investment potential to its unique natural 

beauty and tourism appeal. 

The municipality also invited the local 

municipalities and their tourism of$ces to join in 

on the fun and partner in hosting the exhibition 

stand. 

Dr Ivan Meyer, Western Cape Minister of 

Agriculture, Economic Development and 

Tourism praised the Overberg District 

Municipality for grasping the opportunity and 

proactively and responsibly leading the effort to 

promote and highlight the area's unique 

attractions, resources, and advantages. 

As the curtains closed on this year’s showcase, 

the Overberg District Municipality extends its 

thanks to all exhibitors, sponsors, partners, and 

visitors for making NAMPO Kaap 2025 an 

overwhelming success. 

The seeds sown during these four days promise 

to grow into new opportunities, stronger 

collaborations, and a more sustainable 

agricultural future. 

MEC Ivan Meyer visited the Overberg District Municipality’s exhibition stand at this year’s NAMPO Kaap / Cape expo. 
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A highlight of this year’s event was the visit 

by South Africa’s Deputy President Paul 

Mashatile on Friday, 12 September. 

The Deputy President chairs the Inter-Ministerial 

Committee on Agriculture and Land Reform and 

champions collaboration in agriculture, food 

security and support for emerging farmers. 

His visit underscored the importance of the 

agricultural sector not only to the Western Cape, 

but to South Africa’s economy and food security 

as a whole. Touring the exhibitions and engaging 

with farmers, innovators, and agri-stakeholders, 

the Deputy President highlighted government’s 

commitment to supporting sustainable farming 

and driving investment in rural communities. 

Mr Mashatile emphasized that all levels of 

government had a duty to assist farmers, 

regardless of political af$liation. Key areas 

requiring urgent attention, he said, included rural 

infrastructure, farm safety, reliable water supply, 

and landownership for new-era farmers. 

“The visit by Deputy President Mashatile to 

NAMPO Kaap reaf$rms the national recognition 

of the Overberg as South Africa’s Breadbasket. It 

is a strong message of support to our farmers 

and investors that agriculture remains at the 

centre of South Africa’s growth and 

development,” stated ODM Executive Mayor 

Sakkie Franken. 

DEPUTY PRESIDENT PAUL MASHATILE VISITS NAMPO CAPE 

Deputy President Paul Mashatile during his visit to the NAMPO expo where he met with ODM Executive Mayor Sakkie Franken, Cape     
Agulhas Municipality Deputy Mayor Karin Donald and ODM Deputy Mayor Helen Coetzee. 



The Voet van Afrika Marathon, one of South 

Africa’s most challenging and scenic races, once 

again brought excitement and energy to 

Bredasdorp on Saturday, 20 September 2025. 

Known as the “toughest race with the warmest 

heart,” the marathon draws athletes from across 

the country to test their limits on the demanding 

Overberg terrain. 

The event offered distances to suit different 

levels of athletes, including the 42.2 km full 

marathon, the 21.1 km half marathon, and a 10 

km fun run, giving both seasoned competitors 

and community participants the chance to 

experience the spirit of the race. The route, 

which winds through farmlands, mountain 

slopes, and stretches of fynbos unique to the 

Overberg, is widely recognized for its 

breathtaking beauty – and notorious toughness. 

The iconic race dates back to 1977 – when the 

Bredasdorp Athletics Club was established. At 

the time, an icon named Eps Joubert was chair 

of the club. He sparked the idea to start a truly 

Overberg marathon; a unique race given our 

special location close to Africa’s southernmost 

tip. And so, in October 1978, the FIRST Voet van 

Afrika Marathon was held. 
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Keeping Runners Hydrated and Motivated 

As part of its ongoing support for community 

wellness and regional events, the Overberg 

District Municipality (ODM) proudly hosted a 

water point along both the half- and full 

marathon routes. ODM staff members and 

volunteers provided hydration, encouragement, 

and energy to runners as they faced the 

toughest sections of the race. The presence of 

the water station not only helped keep athletes 

safe and motivated but also highlighted the 

municipality’s dedication to promoting healthy 

lifestyles and community involvement. 

ODM Executive Mayor Sakkie Franken shared 

his appreciation: “The Voet van Afrika Marathon 

is not just a sporting event – it is a celebration of 

resilience, unity, and the natural beauty of our 

district. The Overberg District Municipality is 

honoured to once again contribute to this iconic 

event and to stand alongside the organizers, 

runners, and community in making it a success.” 

The ODM congratulates all athletes who crossed 

the $nish line, salutes the endurance of those 

who braved the route, and extends its gratitude 

to the organizers, volunteers, and supporters 

who made the 2025 Voet van Afrika Marathon 

possible. Events like these not only showcase 

the Overberg as a destination of choice but also 

foster community pride and a healthy, active 

lifestyle. 
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WELL DONE TO THE WINNERS AND FINALISTS FROM THE OVERBERG!! 

We have once again proven that we have some of the best services and experiences the Western 

Cape has to o(er, right here in our beautiful region! 

THE OVERBERG SHINES IN KFM’S 

BEST OF THE CAPE AWARDS 2025 



DECUS NOSTRUM / September 2025 21 

Barbershops and hair salons are more than just places for 

grooming - they are also spaces where close contact and 

shared tools can create health risks if proper hygiene is 

not maintained. Good hygiene practices help protect 

clients and staff from skin infections, fungal infections, 

blood-borne diseases such as Hepatitis B, Hepatitis C and 

HIV, as well as respiratory illnesses including COVID-19. 

Key Health & Hygiene Practices 

To ensure a safe and professional service, barbers and 

hairdressers should: 

• Wash hands thoroughly with soap and water, or use 

sanitizer before and after serving each client. 

• Keep nails clean and trimmed, and always use clean 

towels or capes for each client. 

• Avoid working on clients with visible skin infections or 

open wounds, and encourage them to seek medical 

care. 

Tools & Equipment 

• Sterilize combs, scissors, clippers and razors after every 

use. 

• Always use disposable razor blades for each client. 

• Clean hairbrushes thoroughly before disinfecting. 

Workstation Cleanliness 

• Wipe down chairs, mirrors, counters and basins after 

each client. 

• Sweep up and dispose of hair clippings promptly. 

• Keep floors and counters clean and easy to sanitize. 

Protective Measures 

• Wear gloves when dealing with open wounds or shaving. 

• Use masks where necessary, especially during flu 

outbreaks. 

Waste Disposal 

• Dispose of razor blades and sharps in approved 

containers. 

• Use sealed bins for general waste and empty them 

regularly. 

• Ensure wastewater is disposed of through an approved 

drainage system. 

MUNICIPAL HEALTH COMPLIANCE 

Did you know? The Overberg District Municipality’s 

Environmental Health Practitioners (EHPs) conduct 

inspections of barbershops and salons as part of their 

health surveillance duties. 

These visits aim to strengthen environmental health 

through inspections, investigations, and health education. 

Importantly, according to the Overberg District 

Municipality’s Health By-law (15 July 2019), no barber, 

hairdresser, beautician, body piercer or tattooist may 

operate without a valid Health Certi7cate issued by an 

Environmental Health Practitioner. 

By prioritizing hygiene and compliance, barbers and 

hairdressers not only protect their clients but also uphold 

the professionalism and reputation of their industry. 
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The Overberg District Municipality held a Staff 

Wellness Day on Friday, 5 September 2025, 

dedicated to promoting health, wellness, and 

team spirit among employees. The event formed 

part of the Municipality’s ongoing commitment to 

creating a healthy and supportive work 

environment. 

Wellness initiatives such as this play a vital role 

in promoting employee health, improving morale, 

and creating a positive work environment. By 

encouraging staff to focus on their physical and 

mental wellbeing, the Municipality acknowledges 

the importance of a healthy workforce as the 

foundation for delivering quality services to 

communities. 

The event was made possible through the efforts 

of the ODM Social Committee, whose planning 

and coordination ensured a well-rounded and 

successful programme. 

ODM HOSTS SUCCESSFUL STAFF WELLNESS DAY 

nippets S 

On Women’s Day, celebrated on 9 August each 

year, the Swellendam Roads Department came 

together to celebrate the incredible women who 

form the backbone of our team. 

More than just a day of appreciation, it was a 

heartfelt reminder that their hard work, strength, 

and dedication do not go unnoticed. 

The celebration was $lled with warmth and 

gratitude as we honoured the ladies who show 

up every day with determination and passion. 

Whether in the of$ce or out in the $eld, their 

contributions are vital to everything we do. 

We took this special moment to remind them: 

You are seen. You are valued. You are loved. 

CELEBRATING WOMEN’S DAY AT THE SWELLENDAM ROADS DEPARTMENT 

HONOURING THE WOMEN WHO KEEP US MOVING 
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High Pathogenicity Avian Influenza (HPAI or “bird flu”) is a 

viral disease of birds that can also, on rare occasions, 

infect humans and mammals. The disease can cause high 

mortality rates in domestic poultry, and severe $nancial 

losses, and has also become a threat to wild bird 

populations. 

Signs of bird flu infection 

Infected birds may be found dead or may show signs of 

brain damage, causing abnormal behaviour. These birds 

may appear unnaturally tame and lack a normal flight 

response to humans, and may twitch or shake or have $ts 

or seizures. 

How does the virus spread? 

Birds catch the virus directly from other birds, by 

breathing in droplets from the nose and mouth, and by 

contact with droppings or objects contaminated with the 

virus. People can spread the virus on their clothes and 

hands and on any objects that have touched a sick bird or 

become contaminated by the virus. Predatory and 

scavenging bird and mammal species can also become 

infected by eating dead birds. A small number of people 

who had contact with infected birds have become 

infected with clade 2.3.4.4b H5 viruses overseas, but 

most have only caused mild disease. 

How can the public help? 

If you encounter a sick or dead wild bird, please report it. 

Members of the public should not touch sick or dead 

birds. Seabirds should be reported to SANCCOB. Other 

birds should be reported to the local municipality, 

conservation authority or state vet. 

AVIAN INFLUENZA DETECTED IN WESTERN CAPE 
PUBLIC URGED TO STAY ALERT, NOT ALARMED 

In July 2025, the Cape Agulhas Municipality con$rmed that 

African Swine Fever Virus (ASFV) DNA was detected in 

samples taken from pigs at the encampment in the 

Bredasdorp Informal Settlement. The tests, conducted by 

accredited laboratories in Pretoria under the supervision of 

the State Veterinary Services, con$rmed the presence of 

this highly contagious animal disease. 

In a media release dated 22 September 2025, the 

municipality con$rmed a new outbreak of African Swine 

Fever (ASF) in Napier. 

Laboratory testing by the State Veterinary Services has 

con$rmed ASF after pig deaths were $rst reported in 

Napier on 5 September 2025. ASF poses no risk to human 

health, but it is highly contagious and often fatal to 

domestic and wild pigs. 

Current Situation: Napier 

Up to date we only have con$rmed cases of ASF in the 

Engel Avenue pig encampments. No cases have been 

con$rmed for the area in the vicinity of the primary school. 

• Total Napier deaths to date: 31 

• Remaining pig population: 261 

Bredasdorp Update 

Since the $rst outbreak in July 2025, a total of 1 027pigs 

have died in Bredasdorp. 2 pigs remain under strict 

monitoring and veterinary oversight. 

Containment and Biosecurity Measures 

Quarantine zones have been declared in both Bredasdorp 

and Napier. Law Enforcement and Expanded Public Works 

Programme (EPWP) personnel are securing both sites. 

Only pig owners and caretakers may access animals, 

under strict biosecurity protocols. Carcasses are being 

disposed of at an environmentally approved site 

authorised by the Department of Environmental Affairs and 

Development Planning. Veterinary inspections and 

monitoring continue daily. 

Reminder: Any breach of quarantine regulations is a 

criminal offence under the Animal Diseases Act and may 

lead to prosecution. 

To report sick or dead pigs, contact Cape Agulhas 

Municipality’s standby numbers: 

028 425 5500 or 082 457 1774 
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